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For the Way You Live Up NorthFor the Way You Live Up North

Northern Style: 
Romantic in Red

GET MORE LIVING IDEAS AT
MYNORTH.COM. CLICK ON
LIVE HERE/HOME IDEAS.

A SUPPLEMENT TO

Stunning 
Glen Lake
Dated Cottage to Classic Modern  

Harbor Springs
A Drab Condo Goes Mod

Grand Traverse Bay
Brilliant Makeover for an Iconic Home

Redo’s
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NATURAL ELEMENTS INCLUDING GRASS CLOTH 
WALLPAPER, MCGUIRE WICKER CHAIRS AND ROPE 
DRUM-SHADE CHANDELIER MAKE THE LIVING ROOM 
FEEL NAUTICAL WITHOUT BEING KITSCHY.

AN ADVENTUROUS DESIGNER AND A FUN 
FAMILY TRANSFORM A TINY, DATED CONDO 
INTO A CONTEMPORARY RIFF ON A 1970S 
HARBOR HOME.

T E X T  B Y  K H R I S T I  S I G U R D S O N  Z I M M E T H   |   P H O T O S  B Y  D A V E  S P E C K M A N

FunWith
iPadMini
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It hadn’t taken long for the new owners 

of a three-bedroom, circa 1970s condo in 

Harbor Springs’ Marina Village to decide to 

buy it. � e small but e�  cient unit had an 

enviable view of the marina and was walk-

able to downtown. But the interior? It had 

seen better days, says designer Carrie Blanck 

of Tres Belle Interiors in Harbor Springs. “It 

had open stairs and was very dated,” Blanck 

remembers. And while there’s retro cool 

1970s, there’s also the “kinda bad ’70s,” 

category that the condo unfortunately fell 

into, she adds. 

Despite the clear need for an update, 

the homeowners knew the condo, with its 

fabulous setting, o� ered a rare opportunity. 

“We were fortunate enough to have a close 

friend call us and tell us this gem was going 

to be available,” the wife remembers. “We 

� ew up immediately to see it from St. Louis. 

My husband loves boats and his criteria was 

to � nd an a� ordable place on the water with 

a small yard. We loved the location, the side 

yard, the view, on the water, close to town, 

and having a garage.” 

� e family had long ties to the area, but 

had never really considered a condo. “We

spent many summers renting an excep-

tional cottage that our family felt was 

like a second home, so a condo was a big 

departure from how we were used to expe-

riencing Michigan summers,” says the wife. 

“A cottage vs. condo was a big decision, until 

we saw the potential in this space.” 

� e wife, who has remodeling experi-

ence, had a clear set of priorities when 

she contacted Blanck and architect Mark 

Lipchik. � ose included maximizing limited 

space to accommodate the family of four, 

who travel from St. Louis to spend summers 

and as much o� -season time as they can in 

Northern Michigan. 

“I wanted the iPad Mini, which is our 

nickname for the condo, to be fun, happy, 

current, and relaxed,” says the wife. “Carrie 

and I knew right o�  the bat we would have 

to treat this project di� erently, since this is 

not a traditional cottage. So since our space 

was very limited we came up with every-

thing being built-in, like a boat, so the theme 

of a boathouse came naturally.” 

Renovations began at the front door, where 

the team removed an undersized coat closet 

(unnecessary, Blanck points out, for a  

CUSTOM HEADBOARD MEANS 
THAT THE TWINS CAN BE PUSHED 
TOGETHER TO BECOME A KING IF 
NEEDED BE.

THIS PAGE: CRISP MATOUK BED LINENS 
FROM MONOGRAM GOODS OF HARBOR 
SPRINGS IS THE PERFECT FOIL FOR THE 
BOLD, FUN CUSTOM-UPHOLSTERED 
KING HEADBOARD IN SCHUMACHER 
IKAT FABRIC.
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fair-weather family) to make way for a small 

built-in bench. In the 28-by-16-foot living 

room/dining area/kitchen, they replaced 

the kitchen’s original cabinets, counters and 

backsplash, removed the living room’s under-

used angled � replace (again, unnecessary 

in summer) that blocked views and added a 

four-season wet bar with space for a built-in 

television. 

Storage was a priority facilitated by 

built-ins under the stairway and in the 

compact upstairs bedrooms and baths. 

“When space is tight, built-ins can certainly 

help,” explains the Lipchik. “Maximizing the 

square footage and making the living space 

feel larger were the two challenges of the 

space. � e rhythm and placement of the 

ceiling beams throughout the main living

THE CUSTOM HEADBOARD HAS 
A NAIL TRIM. TO SAVE SPACE IN 
THE SMALL BEDROOMS, PENDANT 
LIGHTS HANG OVER BEDSIDE 
TABLES IN LIEU OF TABLE LAMPS.

THE BANQUETTE SETTEE IS IN 
PLACE OF CHAIRS THAT WOULD 
NEED TO BE PULLED OUT.

endurahomes.com  |  231.218.5810

Our Promise to you... Your new Endura Performance Home will be the most 
Comfortable, Healthy, and Energy Effi cient home you have ever lived in!

‘Natural Michigan’ towel design by 
artist Glenn Wolff: Available only 

at Crystal Crate & Cargo in Beulah!
These 100% cotton kitchen towels are woven with original art 
by renowned Northern Michigan artist Glenn Wolff. It’s a 
beautiful illustration of the natural wonders of our great 
state. Three color combinations will 
complement any cottage, boat or home 
kitchen. A perfect, easy to send gift!  

A Perfect Pure 
Michigan Gift: 

only $20 ea.

A Perfect Pure A Perfect Pure A Perfect Pure A Perfect Pure A Perfect Pure A Perfect Pure A Perfect Pure A Perfect Pure 
Michigan Gift: Michigan Gift: Michigan Gift: Michigan Gift: Michigan Gift: 

only $20 ea.only $20 ea.only $20 ea.only $20 ea.only $20 ea.only $20 ea.only $20 ea.only $20 ea.only $20 ea.

A Perfect Pure 
Michigan Gift: 

only $20 ea.

Colors for the KitchenColors for the Kitchen

1-800-SUPREMO · 231-882-5294
Mon.–Sat. 10–5:30; Sun. 11–4
www.crystalcrate.com
262 S Benzie Blvd · Across from 
the trail in Downtown Beulah

30% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT 

EXPIRES AT THE END OF 2016

THERE’S A TREASURE 
IN YOUR VINEYARD

and it isn’t just the grapes.

Your vineyard is sitting on a free and renewable 
supply of energy. And just like the vines, a 

WaterFurnace geothermal comfort system taps 
into the stored solar energy right beneath the 

earth. By utilizing this energy, geothermal 
systems can provide you savings of up to 70% 

on heating, cooling and hot water. Contact 
GeoFurnace Heating & Cooling today to learn 

how to tap into your buried treasure.

30% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT EXPIRES AT THE END OF 2016

Your vineyard is sitting on a free and renewable supply of 
energy. And just like the vines, a WaterFurnace geothermal 
comfort system taps into the stored solar energy right beneath 
the earth. By utilizing this energy, geothermal systems can 
provide you savings of up to 70% on heating, cooling and 
hot water. Contact GeoFurnace Heating & Cooling today to 
learn how to tap into your buried treasure. 

waterfurnace.com
WaterFurnace is a registered trademark 
of WaterFurnace International, Inc.
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Building or Remodeling? 
Check out our online 
Home Services Directory
mynorth.com/HomeServicesOnline

space helps visually tie together the various 

built-in components,” he says.

Blanck borrowed the living area’s blue, 

green and natural-material palette from the 

marina view outside the sliding glass doors. 

Bright, comfortable furniture upholstered 

in vibrant shades of blue stands out against 

grass cloth wallpaper and whitewashed

SILVA & SON LANDSCAPING 
UPDATED THE GROUNDS.

Elk Rapids                  Northville
231.498.2500            248.515.4477

josephmoseyarchitecture.com

“I believe a house is more a home by being a work of Art”   
Frank Lloyd Wright

Elk Rapids                  Northville

Photography by Beth Singer
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Duette® Honeycomb Shades

Choose  
Hunter Douglas  
shades today.

Save energy  
year-round.
Keep your home warmer  
in winter and cooler in  
summer with select,  
insulating Hunter Douglas  
shades. They’re the smart  
and beautiful way to help  
lower your energy bills.

ON QUALIFYING 
PURCHASES OF

HUNTER DOUGLAS 
WINDOW FASHIONS

 $100 REBATE*

*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 1/14/17–4/10/17 from participating dealers in the U.S. 
only. For certain rebate-eligible products, the purchase of multiple units of such product is required to receive a rebate. Rebate 
will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. 
Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months after card issuance and each 
month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2016 Hunter Douglas. 
All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.17Q1NPDUCG1

~BTrend Window & Design~B

817 Bay St
M-F: 9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Sat: 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
~B 231-941-1241~B

~Bwww.trendwindowtc.com~B
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Construction Company

231.439.1600
Harbor Springs, MI

www.birchwoodconstruction.net

Painting & Decorating
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wood � oor and ceiling. A rope pendant lamp 

and rattan dining chairs add nautical � air. 

In each of the unique bedrooms, Blanck 

channeled the best of 1970s style with bold 

colors and patterns in the wallpaper, drap-

eries, linens, � oor coverings and lights. In 

the master bedroom, for example, the room 

is built around a hot pink and aqua palette. 

“I just played around,” Blanck says. “� e 

homeowner is adventurous and not afraid 

to go for it. And luckily her husband doesn’t 

have a problem with pink.” 

Finished now, iPad Mini is so wonderfully 

whimsical and livable that the family is 

hoping to spend more time there than ever. 

As the homeowners agree: � ere is nothing 

like the beautiful back-light of Harbor 

Springs at sunset. 

Khristi Sigurdson Zimmeth is an award-winning 
travel and home writer. kszimm@aol.com

THE MARINA-SIDE DECK DOUBLES AS AN 
OUTDOOR ROOM ALL SUMMER LONG. 

BUILD BEAUTIFUL,
Northern Michigan Style

TOUR OUR BUILDING CENTERS & DESIGN SHOWROOMS
PETOSKEY  |  HARBOR SPRINGS  |  GAYLORD  |  TRAVERSE CITY  |  prestonfeather.com

Beautifully built and elegantly functional, Preston Feather Private Label custom cabinetry
is expertly crafted by Woodharbor with precision and exacting standards to your home. 

BY

P R I V A T E  L A B E L

February 26-March 4, 2017
Three Course Dinner Menu

$30 Per Person

PRESENTED BY

downtown traverse city  l  downtowntc.com  l  231.922.2050

#downtowntc



30 MyNorth.com Northern Home & Cottage   FEB | MAR ‘17 NHC 31

DESIGNER
Carrie Blanck, Tres Belle Interior Design, 
Harbor Springs, tresbelleinteriors.com

ARCHITECT
Mark Lipchik, Lipchik Architecture, 
Petoskey lipchikarchitecture.com

resources

What could be more important in your home…?

Knowledge, Quality, Service
Free Consultation

Personalized Service Since 1981
1-800-248-PURE

www.purewaterworks.biz

WATER TREATMENT • HOME • OFFICE • INDUSTRY
BOTTLED WATER • COOLERS • DELIVERY

 

Insta-Dock 
by Twin Bay Docks
Manufacturing the dock of your 
dreams for over 25 years

Traverse City, Michigan 
231-943-8420
www.twinbaydockproducts.com

Built to Last
Enhance Your Home with a

Residential Elevator

Serving Michigan for over 62 Years

(1-800-626-2559)
Tom McNally

Whether renovating or building new, we  
can easily incorporate an elevator  

or beach lift into your home!

10240 Cherry Bend Rd, 
Traverse City
231-941-1470

northwoodkitchens.com Reflect Your Own Personal Style

Ipad Mini page 20




