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Behold the ultimate hand-me-down! 
The dining room’s wooden table and 
chairs came with the purchase of the 
original house. Designer Carrie Blanck 
freshened them up with a coat of blue 
paint (Huckleberry by Graham Paint) to 
give the ornate design a softer, more 
cottagelike look. 
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Designer Carrie Blanck is known for making a 
splash with her colorful take on cottage style. Here she 

shares how she brought a vibrant, old-soul feel to a 
family’s newly constructed Lake Michigan retreat— 

with punchy color, plenty of pattern, and some  
spruced-up vintage finds.
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What keeps a new build from feeling, 
well, new?
A: New is good. Boring isn’t. To avoid the latter, 
texture is key. In this house, for example, we 
incorporated materials that would add depth, such  
as the beaded board on the front porch ceiling, 
shiplap on the entryway walls, and stone on the living 
room fireplace (which was over-mortared to look 
old). These touches instantly take the edge off new 
construction—making it feel as though it’s looked that 
way for years.

Blue abounds in this home. What’s 
the story?
A: The homeowner is a blue girl! Her marching 
orders were “blue and plenty of it!” But honestly, 
here on the water the color just feels right, so it was 
an easy scheme to execute. Luckily, blue plays nicely 
with other colors, like green (see the living room) 
and red (don’t miss the powder room), so it’s easy 
to incorporate accent shades that stave off a harsh, 
monochromatic feel. 

for the love of 

COLOR

Carrie Blanck
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Any other tips to prevent a whole-
house hue from going one-note?
A: Yes—pattern, pattern, and more pattern. Every 
room in the home incorporates many of them, from 
impactful curtains and bold wallpapers to more 
subtle elements such as tiles and light fixtures. In 
the kitchen, you’ll find a mosaic backsplash with 
little glass tiles in various dimensions, a quartzite 
countertop with swirling markings, and a fun 
leopard print upholstery on the barstools. These are 
all blue, but the varying patterns keep the overall 
look interesting. 

Furnishing an entire house to have 
a layered, cottage look seems like a 
daunting task. Where do you start?
A: Believe it or not, the process usually begins in a 
client’s home—often the basement or attic. I’m big on 
doing a walk-through and seeing what existing pieces 
could work in the new space. “Owner’s collection” 
items, as I call them, automatically have a sense of 
history and usually some pretty patina, too. In some 
cases, we leave them as is. In others we spruce them 
up, which is what we did with the entryway bench. It 
was originally black with gold detailing. We painted it 
white, changed the floral design to blue, and covered 
the cushions with a colorful crewelwork fabric. 

“BLUE PLAYS NICELY WITH OTHER COLORS 
SO IT’S EASY TO INCORPORATE ACCENT 
SHADES, LIKE GREEN AND RED, THAT STAVE 
OFF A HARSH, MONOCHROMATIC FEEL.”
                      —designer Carrie Blanck
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Opposite: A beloved piece of artwork over the living room 
mantel inspired the palette of signature blues and verdant 
pops of green. Top left: The furniturelike vanity painted a 
glossy deep pink (Feverish Pink by Sherwin-Williams) and 
a climbing grapevine wallpaper give the small powder 
room a vertical garden feel. Top right: The homeowner 
had her heart set on a discontinued Mr. and Mrs. Howard 
spindle bed. Blanck searched high and low until she 
found a discounted floor sample of the very same bed. 
Left: A colorful corner chair turns what could have been a 
forgettable pass-through into a showstopper. Above: The 
stair balusters’ ropelike design pays homage to the home’s 
nautical surroundings. 
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Opposite: A bright white kitchen gets a wash of—you 
guessed it!—blue by way of a mosaic tile backsplash and 
upholstered barstools. Anchoring the space is a large 
island painted soft blue (Gingham by Pratt & Lambert) 
and topped with Princess White natural quartzite, which 
features faint blue veining. Above: Blanck worked closely 
with the homeowner and the builder to design a new 
home where the charming—but beyond repair—original 
house once stood. The team took their style cues from 
surrounding turn-of-the-century cottages, including 
classic elements such as Shaker siding, large overhangs, 
and six-pane windows. The one place they deviated 
from the historic neighbors? The extra-wide Dutch front 
door painted a zingy shade of blue (I’ve Got the Blues by 
Benjamin Moore). Left: Several coats of white paint  
turned a mismatch of wicker and rattan chairs into a 
cohesive collection.

Are catalog buys and cottage style 
mutually exclusive?
A: Far from it! The key is to mix subtly. When all 
items in a room are from one source, it becomes a 
bit of a “furniture showroom” look. Mixing provides 
a collected-over-time feel, even though a space 
may have been furnished all at once. Case in point: 
The dining table on the eating porch is a fabulous 
Frontgate find that seamlessly cohabitates with the 
vintage rattan and wicker. 

What’s your favorite spot to make a 
style statement? 
A: The powder room. First of all, it’s small, so it’s an 
ideal place to splurge on a fun wallpaper. Second, 
you don’t spend much time in one. Even if it’s a bit 
of a dizzying display (the one in this home has a 
grapevine wallcovering and deep pink lacquer 
vanity) you’ll only take it in in small doses. Finally, 
almost everyone who visits will stop in there at some 
point, making it the perfect place to show off a little. 
For resources, see page 119.

 

“NEW IS GOOD. 
BORING ISN’T. TO 
AVOID THE LATTER, 
TEXTURE IS KEY.”
              —Carrie Blanck


